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Objectives

● Describe the role of common assessments

● Introduce plan for using interim formative 
assessments as part of our local measures



Why Common Assessments?

1. Collective Instructional 
Decision Making: Only possible 
with comparable data.
2. Distributed Workload: Team 
approach to prioritizing and 
planning.

3. District Data Needs: 
Progress monitoring 
required for local indicators 
(LCAP).



Alignment for Teaching and Learning Coherence

Meaningful 
Collaboration 

Around a 
Common 
Purpose 

Step 1: Identify and 
prioritize essential 
standards. 

Step 2:Select/build 
valid, reliable 
common 
assessments.

Step 3: Design and 
deliver effective 
instruction, assess 
student learning.

Step 4: Use results 
to plan and deliver  
intervention 
and/or extension.

Q1: What do we 
want students 
to learn?

Q2: How do we 
know they’ve 
learned it?

Q3: What are 
we going to do 
for those who 
have not?

Q4: What are 
we going to do 
for those who 
already have?



Attributes of Quality Formative Assessments

1. Are the assessments valid, reliable, and 
predictive?
2. Is the tech facilitating the test-taking process and 
the data collecting process?

3. Is the data clear/unambiguous, useful, and in a 
usable form?



Using Common Formative Assessments

“Goldilocks” Approach
● Enough to gain useful information
● Not so much that it overwhelms

?

?!



● Universal Screeners
● Diagnostic
● Immediate Formative
● Interim Formative/Benchmarks
● Summative

How are we using assessments?



IFA Schedule - Elementary (3-5)



Sample Grade 5 IFA - Math



Sample Grade 3 IFA - ELA



Sample Grade 7 IFA - Science



Using the Results

● Program evaluation and curriculum audit/review

● Focus and inform decisions around instructional 
planning,  reteach and intervention strategies, 
communication

● Progress monitoring and local accountability 
reporting (CA Dashboard)



Thank You


